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CHARGES AT THE WORLD'S FAIR. 

BY THE DIRECTOR GENERAL, GEORGE R. DAVIS. 



Will visitors to the World's Columbian Exposition be able to 
live comfortably and at reasonable rates during their stay in 
Chicago ? 

The question is suggested by the Editor of The North Ameri- 
can Review, and the recent and very general agitation of the 
subject justifies as definite answer as can be made at this time. 
It may be well to emphasize at the outset the peculiar con- 
ditions of the problem. No international exposition has ever 
been projected on such a scale as the Columbian Exposition. It 
may be said without exaggeration that no peaceful undertaking 
has ever attracted such widespread attention. 

The transportation lines of this country expect such a move- 
ment towards Chicago from May 1 to October 30, of this year, 
as has never been paralleled. Their calculations are based on the 
best possible information from innumerable local agencies cover- 
ing this and foreign countries. Under favorable conditions and 
in the absence of any great national calamity the most conserva- 
tive estimates place the influx of strangers at about fifty thous- 
and a day, or six millions for the six months of the Exposition. 
The estimates are, of course, purely speculative. Their value 
depends largely upon the climatic conditions during the season ; 
upon prevailing charges for transportation ; and, perhaps most of 
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all, upon the attitude of those people who will furnish accommo- 
dations for the visiting public in Chicago. 

By the time the gates of Jackson Park are open to visitors, 
twenty million dollars will have been expended by the manage- 
ment on the magnificent buildings of the Exposition, the adorn- 
ment of the grounds, foreign and domestic promotion and the 
general administration of the Fair. This sum does not include 
any of the amounts paid out by foreign countries for their build- 
ings, the expenditures for State buildings, or the cost of any of 
the exhibits or the expense of their installation. It repre- 
sents only the amount expended under authority of the manage- 
ment. 

The Exposition offers but two sources of income to those who 
have advanced this vast sum to prepare the Pair for the coming 
of visitors. One is the gate receipts, and the other, a percentage 
from concessions and special privileges for the sale of merchan- 
dise on the grounds. It must be apparent, therefore, that those 
most deeply concerned in the success of the undertaking are in- 
terested in keeping visitors in the city as long as possible, in en- 
abling them to visit the Exposition many times, and in pro- 
tecting them from extortion on the part of landlords and others. 
Ordinary business sagacity would suggest the advantages of pro- 
tracting the stay of visitors rather than hastening their departure 
by a system of overcharging. 

As early as November, 1890, if the reader will pardon a refer- 
ence to one of my official acts, I directed attention to the advis- 
ability of organizing a bureau of protection and public comfort, the 
special duty of which, as the title indicates, would be to- furnish 
strangers with accurate information in regard to desirable living 
quarters at reasonable terms. The management at that early day 
foresaw the possible discomfort to visitors and the consequent loss 
of patronage. This bureau has been organized. In general, its 
purpose is to ascertain what the hotel and rooming facilities of 
the city are, and what the cost of living will be. In furtherance 
of this plan, the bureau has undertaken to contract in advance 
with the landlords for such facilities as may be demanded by in- 
coming visitors. The bureau is only an intermediary, furnishing 
both lessee and lessor a guarantee of financial responsibility and 
acting as a temporary balance-wheel to prevent any sudden disar- 
rangement of the machinery that will be set in motion to supply 
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the wants of an extraordinary assemblage of strangers within the 
municipal limits. 

The chief of this bureau occupied a similar relation to the 
Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia. From him I learn that 
the bureau has already registered hotels and rooms with a 
capacity of some fifteen thousand people daily, the list including 
none of the big hotels down town, or large structures in course of 
erection within a short distance of the Exposition grounds. The 
accommodations registered include only the better class of 
quarters, and are within limits bounded by North Avenue on the 
north and by Seventy -ninth Street on the south, the farthest point 
being within less than an hour's ride and the nearest within a 
short distance of the grounds. The average scale of prices sched- 
uled ranges from $1.36 per day for a single room occupied by one 
person to $5.50 for large single apartments occupied by four per 
sons. The prices quoted may be taken as a fair basis of the 
charges now contemplated by the householders, who expect the 
Exposition attendance to be a source of revenue. 

Estimates believed to be reliable place the hotel capacity of the 
city at one hundred and thirty-five thousand guests, excluding 
the prominent down-town hostelries, which have an emergency 
capacity for at least ten thousand people. And none of these 
estimates takes into account the enormous capacity of the tem- 
porary hotels and other places in course of construction. Per- 
sonal investigation made by experts for use in this connection 
shows that there are hotels enough built and in construction 
within a radius of a mile from the Exposition to lodge at least 
fifty thousand people every day. Eeligious organizations, clubs, 
cooperative associations, dormitory associations and affiliated 
bodies of great numerical strength have undertaken to solve the 
question of suitable accommodations for visitors. Bearing in 
mind these extensive arrangements for the reception of transient 
visitors it may be of value to consider the probable number of 
such visitors, taking such data for comparison as are offered by 
the Centennial Exposition in 1876 and the Paris Exposition in 
1889. 

The average daily attendance at the Centennial was 62,333; 
the largest attendance was 274,919 ; the smallest 12,720. 
The daily average at Paris was 130,000; the largest single 
day's admissions, 400,000. While the circumstances and con- 
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ditions surrounding the Columbian Exposition differ materi- 
ally from those of either the Centennial or Paris exhibition, 
the divergence is not great enough to affect a very clear con- 
clusion from the figures given. The unavoidable inference 
drawn from every international fair is this : The attendance is 
very largely drawn from the population within a limited radius 
from the site of the exposition. Thus, for instance, the statistics 
of the Paris Exhibition show that on days when the attendance 
averaged 250,000, at least 190,000 came from Paris and its en- 
virons. 

Allowing for the difference in national habits which makes 
the American regard a trip from San Francisco to Chicago with 
greater readiness than the Frenchman does a journey to 
Berlin ; allowing, too, for the unlimited stimulus to travel given 
by the excursion system planned by the railroads of this country 
for the coming event — taking every possible factor into account, 
it seems hardly possible that more than an average of two hundred 
thousand non-residents will be in Chicago at any one time during 
the Exposition. Assuming, then, that two hundred thousand will 
be the largest average of strangers needing food and lodging in 
the city, no one familiar with the situation would hesitate to de- 
clare that the ordinary rule of supply and demand will prevail 
throughout the six months and that the price of living will be as 
reasonable as could be expected. 

I have mentioned a number of associations that have been 
projected to insure cheap and comfortable living apartments for 
visitors. Let me call special attention to one of these as illus- 
trating the plan and purposes of the others. The Woman's 
Dormitory Association was organized months ago by a number of 
the foremost women of Chicago. Its object is to furnish neat, 
convenient, and cheap living rooms for industrial women and 
others who perhaps would not be able to reap the benefits of the 
Fair if compelled to live in hotels during their stay in the city. 
The capital stock of this company was divided into shares of ten 
dollars each. The shares are not subject to assessment. The 
woman who buys a share of this stock exchanges it for an order 
on the association for apartments iu the dormitory, where she is 
charged at the rate of forty cents a day for lodging. In other 
words, each share of stock entitles the holder to live twenty-five 
days in the hotel erected by this association. Of course, the rate 
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named does not include table service. The special purpose of 
this association was to enable working girls, clubs of women, 
teachers, and, in short, all women in moderate circumstances, to 
get the benefit of what we believe will be the greatest stimulus to 
education of the century. These shares of stock were offered for 
sale in every State in the Union, and in foreign countries, many 
of them being bought by philanthropic women who will place 
them in the hands of deserving girls and matrons. This dormitory 
will furnish living rooms for one thousand persons a day, and 
any deficit, at the close of the Exposition, will be borne by the 
ladies of this city who inaugurated the noble philanthropy. Since 
the Woman's Dormitory was organized and its success assured, 
others have been undertaken on a similar plan, one of them to 
accommodate families, and especially aged men and women. 

I might enumerate other projects that are being fostered by 
the citizens of Chicago to protect their guests, but these fairly 
illustrate the work now being done. The sentiment of this city 
is overwhelmingly against any unfairness or extortion in dealing 
with our coming guests. I believe that the better element of our 
citizenship would rebuke anything like systematic extortion on 
the part of landlords by throwing open their residences and in- 
viting strangers to come in. In a matter involving the honor 
and the pride of the city, I do not doubt that Chicago will rise to 
the occasion and acquit herself in a manner that will win the 
plaudits of the world. 

Undoubtedly there will be some cases of excessive charges. 
Perhaps some visitors who do not stop to inquire about rates or 
who neglect to make contracts in advance of taking possession of 
their apartments will be charged unreasonably. This is not an 
uncommon occurrence elsewhere. But speaking of the situation 
in general, of the treatment the great majority of strangers will 
receive, I am confident that when the Exposition season is over 
it will be found that those visitors who exercised ordinary pru- 
dence will have no reason to complain of the treatment they 
received. 

Geo. R. Davis. 



